Texas RioGrande Legal Aid Impact Story:

When Inheritance Becomes a Barrier: Pedro’s Story

Pedro had inherited his home from a family member without formal title documents, a common situation in Texas known as “heirs property.” He applied for FEMA assistance, only to be denied because FEMA could not verify his homeownership – a common roadblock for disaster survivors.
For nine long months, Pedro struggled with FEMA's demands for increasing amounts of documentation while his damaged home remained uninhabitable. Although FEMA rules allow heir property owners to submit sworn statements under penalty of perjury to prove ownership to access assistance, Pedro faced excessive obstacles in navigating this process alone.
Finally, Pedro reached out to TRLA, which helped ensure FEMA followed its own rules. Through TRLA's assistance, Pedro received approximately $7,499 in financial assistance, enabling him to make crucial repairs to ensure his home was safe to live in. TRLA also helped Pedro clear title to his home, ensuring that his most significant asset is now protected for himself and future generations.
Non-traditional homeownership through inheritance is increasingly common in Texas and often is a barrier to accessing life-changing services, especially when disaster strikes.  
Legal aid programs like TRLA provide crucial services during times of dire need when our most vulnerable neighbors are at their lowest. Whether responding to the natural disasters, coordinating with local advocates, or helping individuals like Pedro navigate FEMA bureaucracy, legal aid serves as a lifeline for disaster survivors who might otherwise be left without recourse.
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